Lemierre's syndrome with fourth nerve palsy.
Lemierre's syndrome is characterized by acute oropharyngeal infection with secondary internal jugular vein thrombophlebitis and subsequent metastatic infections. The anaerobe Fusobacterium necrophorum is the usual etiologic agent, although other microorganisms, including Streptococcus, Staphylococcus, Enterococcus, Bacteroides, and Lactobacilli, may be present alone or in combination with F. necrophorum. Common sites of metastatic infection include the lungs and joints. Thromboembolic complications, such as septic pulmonary embolism, persistent jugular vein occlusion, hepatic abscesses, and nephropathy, may occur. We report a case of Lemierre's syndrome in a 3-year-old Caucasian boy who subsequently presented with manifestations of a fourth (trochlear) nerve palsy.